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Expression

< A RCHITECTURAL expression ' is a wide term covering
yL\ not only the outward manifestation of the inner
*- -^purpose of the building, i.e. the characterisation of
the building programme, but also questions of manners, of
the personal equation of the * ego ' of both client and archi-
tect, and of the claims of materials and structure to be
expressed for their own sake, either directly or by implica-
tion. It also involves questions of architectural * deceit' or
* honesty,' and of the border-line between legitimate make-
believe and trickery.

Many interesting pages have been written in discussion
of those factors which should dominate in architectural
expression, such as structure, materials, function, etc. These
factors have been set up and emphasised by writers on
architectural theory, in some cases as examples of guiding
directives in design, in others as so many ' Aunt Sallies ' to
be effectively demolished. But perhaps one reason for the
lack of general agreement on this question of relative
dominance lies in the failure first to enquire as to what is the
principal aim in building. If this aim could be determined
in each main period of history, including our own, it might
clarify our ideas as to the outward and visible expression of
that aim; and it might lead us to the conclusion that aims
vary with epochs, and that in consequence dominating influ-
ences in expression are by no means constant. In which
case the eternal differences of opinion would be explained,
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